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Party had, at long last, kept faith with Wales; though even
in 1913 the Cabinet were wavering, and considering the
advisability of dropping the Bill; and it appears as if only
McKenna's threat of resignation if the measure were not
proceeded with decided the issue in favour of Disestablish-
ment, It is with both pain and surprise that one fails to
discover that Lloyd George used any such threat,
Over the Disestablishment clauses of the Bill there was
more compromising than the sterner Nonconformists of
Wales relished in their hearts; still, it was realised that
obstruction would be unpopular with the vast majority,
who were only too anxious to see this old controversy
settled and cleared out of the way* There were in Wales,
both in the Established and in the Free Churches, young
men who were striving hard to bury the hatchet, and to
begin to work amicably together for the common good of
religion* And when the Great War came, concessions to
the Church in the financial field were freely made, with but
few voices raised in protest*
The Disestablishment and Disendowment of the Church
of England in Wales was a great act of justice; and its
benefits have been experienced by the formerly Established
Church no less than by the Nonconformist bodies* Indeed,
one of the most wonderful and hopeful things in the
recent history of Wales is the way in which the new
Welsh Church has organised itself, and adapted itself to
the new situation* It is now a truly national body, with
its own Archbishop, and a thoroughly democratic constitu-
tion in which the lay element counts for as much as the
clerical. But far and away the biggest gain for Wales has
been the healing of the festering sore of this old controversy,
poisoning as it had been doing for two generations at least
not only the religious life of the Principality but everything
eke as well